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D. Kentucky Benchmarking Tables  

  Kentucky Park and Recreation Department Benchmark Survey

Prepared by Brandstetter Carroll nc.

Park Land and Budget Comparisons

PARK LAND

AGENCY POPULATION

NUMBER OF 

PARK ACRES

PERCENTAGE OF 

PARK LAND 

UNDEVELOPED

CITIZENS PER 

PARK ACRE

Budget per 

Capita

Overall annual 

budget Personnel

Equipment and 

Supplies Administration

Operations & 

Maintenance Other Total

Capital 

Improvements 

Budget

Government 

Funds

User 

Fees/Rentals

Grants & 

Foundations/ 

Donations

Dedicated Tax 

for Recreation

Muhlenberg County, Central City & 

Greenville and Cities 31,120 143.38 7 217 $5.51 $171,500

Jackson Parks & Recreation 15,000 14 0% 1,071 $20.00 $300,000 10% 20% 10% 60% 100% $0

Marshall County 32,000 80 0% 400 $19.55 $625,500 65% 15% 20% 100% 100%

Glasgow Recreation Department 30,000 121 10% 248 $30.00 $900,000 55% 40% 5% 100% $20,000 99% 1%

City of Berea 13,500 82 5% 165 $50.94 $687,663 48% 52% 100% $355,800 75% 23% 2%

Wilmore Parks & Recreation 6,000 35 30% 171 $22.50 $135,000 50% 35% 15% 100% $0 35% 40% 20%

Ft. Thomas Recreation 

Department1 17,000 227.5 0% 75 $34.12 $580,000 40% 10% 20% 30% 100% $0

City of Madisonville Park Dept. 20,000 480 50% 42 $29.57 $591,350 70% 15% 2% 13% 100% $37,282

Ohio County Parks 22,000 800 50% 28 $6.14 $135,000 30% 20% 10% 40% 100% $50,000

Morehead Parks & Recreation 23,000 75 10% 307 $0.00 65% 13% 7% 15% 100% 20,000

Grant County Parks 24,610 46 35% 535 $4.82 $118,680 43% 20% 3% 23% 12% 101% $84,033

Mt.Sterling-Montgomery County 24,816 110 40% 226 $34.86 $864,978 53% 13% 5% 29% 100% $152,650

Shelbyville - Shelby County 25,000 243 5% 103 $74.23 $1,855,815 28% 7% 7% 7% 51% 100% $101,707

City of Henderson 27,500 210 5% 131 $55.89 $1,537,040 60% 6% 11% 8% 15% 100% $75,950

City of Frankfort 28,000 700 48% 40 $118.90 $3,329,125 51% 31% 16% 2% 100%

Varies from year 

to year - 

$5,000,000 

Outdoor Aquatic 

Center

Versailles - Woodford County 28,000 275 5% 102 $62.50 $1,750,000 30% 20% 5% 40% 5% 100% $30,000

Danville-Boyle County 30,000 160 10% 188 $25.00 $750,000 30% 20% 20% 30% 100% $75,000

Glasgow Recreation Department 34,000 121 15% 281 $33.58 $1,141,779 60% 5% 3% 30% 2% 100% $20,000

Murray/Calloway County 35,000 162.4 50% 216 $13.21 $462,432 64% 2% 3% 22% 9% 100%

whatever is 

leftover

Georgetown - Scott County 40,089 1627 80% 25 $70.38 $2,821,600 66% 12% 4% 18% 100% $254,000

Bardstown-Nelson County 42,102 105 25% 401 $10.75 $452,500 27% 16% 18% 14% 26% 100% $0

Oldham County 2 58,610 536 48% 109 $11.88 $696,184 61% 11% 9% 19% 100%

Paducah Parks Services 70,000 380 15% 184 $12.86 $900,000 65% 15% 7% 8% 5% 100%

Hopkinsville-Christian County 73,832 75 0 984 $8.21 $606,380 58% 3% 7% 32% 100% $11,405

Campbell County 3 88,616 1100 60% 81 $4.43 $392,720 50% 50% 100% 25,000 80% 20%

Daviess County 4 93,000 400 45% 233 $9.90 $920,877 58% 15% 7% 20% 0% 100% $40,000

Boone County 2 106,732 1906 32% 56 $16.31 $1,740,576 49% 20% 2% 25% 4% 100% $45,000

Kenton County Parks 4 153,665 500 40% 307 $4.58 $704,000 49% 20% 2% 25% 4% 100% $45,000

Average 43,040 392 26% 248 $29.08 $961,508 49% 18% 8% 24% 12% 100% $65,583 78% 28% 8%

Median 30,000 210 25% 184 $20.00 $700,092 51% 15% 7% 23% 5% 100% $37,282 80% 23% 2%

1.  Ft. Thomas has two parks that have very wooded areas (25 acres each) but no green space.

2.  Park acreage Includes city parks. Budget and staff information does not.

3.  Park acreage and staff levels include cities in the county.

4.  Does not include city parks.

BUDGET FUNDING SOURCE
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Kentucky Park and Recreation Department Benchmark Survey

Prepared by Brandstetter Carroll nc.

Staffing Comparisons

PARK LAND STAFF

AGENCY POPULATION

NUMBER OF 

PARK ACRES

Full-time - 

year round

Part-time 

Year Round

Part-time 

Seasonal Other

Total 

Employees

Total 

Acres per 

Employee

Total 

Employees 

per 1000 

Population

Full Time 

Employees 

per 1000 

Population

Muhlenberg County, Central City & 

Greenville and Cities3 31120 143.38 0.00 0.00

Jackson Parks & Recreation 15,000 14 2 2 10 14 1.00 0.93 0.13

Marshall County 32,000 80 10 1 11 7.27 0.34 0.31

Glasgow Recreation Department 30,000 121 15 3 30 1 49 2.47 1.63 0.50

City of Berea 13,500 82 3 1 50 54 1.52 4.00 0.22

Wilmore 6,000 35 1 1 6 8 4.38 1.33 0.17

Ft. Thomas Recreation 

Department1 17,000 227.5 4 11 12 27 8.43 1.59 0.24

City of Madisonville Park Dept. 20,000 480 8 1 19 28 17.14 1.40 0.40

Ohio County Parks 22,000 800 1 3 2 5 11 72.73 0.50 0.05

Morehead Parks & Recreation 23,000 75 4 4 18.75 0.17 0.17

Grant County Parks 24,610 46 1 1 2 4 11.50 0.16 0.04

Mt.Sterling-Montgomery County 24,816 110 8 1 29 20 58 1.90 2.34 0.32

Shelbyville - Shelby County 25,000 243 12 75 125 212 1.15 8.48 0.48

City of Henderson 27,500 210 17 2 21 1 41 5.12 1.49 0.62

City of Frankfort 28,000 700 16 36 275 327 2.14 11.68 0.57

Versailles - Woodford County 28,000 275 11 100 50 161 1.71 5.75 0.39

Danville-Boyle County 30,000 160 6 7 27 90 130 1.23 4.33 0.20

Glasgow Recreation Department 34,000 121 16 4 30 20 70 1.73 2.06 0.47

Murray/Calloway County 35,000 162.4 4 1 25 5 35 4.64 1.00 0.11

Georgetown - Scott County 40,089 1627 21 50 150 221 7.36 5.51 0.52

Bardstown-Nelson County 42,102 105 5 4 14 23 4.57 0.55 0.12

Oldham County 2 58,610 536 5 1 36 42 12.76 0.72 0.09

Paducah Parks Services 70,000 380 8 10 75 93 4.09 1.33 0.11

Hopkinsville-Christian County 73,832 75 8 1 6 0 15 5.00 0.20 0.11

Campbell County 3 88,616 1100 3 11 14 78.57 0.16 0.03

Daviess County 4 93,000 400 7 2 17 26 15.38 0.28 0.08

Boone County 2 106,732 1906 18 35 5 58 32.86 0.54 0.17

Kenton County Parks 4
153,665 500 8 0 5 13 38.46 0.08 0.05

Average 43,040 392 8 15 40 18 65 13 2.17 0.25

Median 30,000 210 8 2.50 20 5 35 5 1.33 0.17

1.  Ft. Thomas has two parks that have very wooded areas (25 acres each) but no green space.

2.  Park acreage Includes city parks. Budget and staff information does not.

3.  Park acreage and staff levels include cities in the county.

4.  Does not include city parks.
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Park and Recreation Department Benchmark Survey

Prepared by Brandstetter Carroll Inc.

Athletic Fields Comparisons

A B C D E F G H I J

AGENCY Population Fall

Citizens 

per field - 

Prime 

season 

(B/C) Spring

Citizens 

per field - 

Prime 

season 

(B/E) Fall

Citizens 

per field - 

Prime 

season 

(B/G) Fall

Citizens 

per field - 

Prime 

season 

(B/I)

Muhlenberg County 31,120 4 7,780 18 1,729 2 15,560 0

City of Berea 13,500 7 1,929 5 2,700 1 13,500 0

Campbell County 88,616 15 5,908 12 7,385 0 0

Wilmore 6,000 2 3,000 1 6,000 0 0

Marshall County 32,000 5 6,400 5 6,400 0 0

Glasgow Recreation 

Department 30,000 4 7,500 9 3,333 0 0

Average 39,154 7 4,947 6 5,164 0.2 13,500 0.0

Median 31,000 5 5,908 5 6,000 0.0 13,500 0.0

SOCCER

SOFTBALL / 

BASEBALL FOOTBALL LACROSSE
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Kentucky Park and Recreation Department Benchmark Survey

Prepared by Brandstetter Carroll nc.

Aquatic Center Comparisons

AGENCY POPULATION Y/N

Approx. 

Number of 

gallons 

Approx.  

square feet of 

water surface Year opened

Total annual 

attendance

Number of 

family 

passes

Number of 

individual 

passes

Average number 

of days in 

operation per 

year

Annual 

revenue

Annual 

expenses

Annual 

Expense 

per gallon

Greenville 1 1988 3918 71 35114 70791

Jackson Parks & Recreation 15,000 1 1,800 1945 9,000 75 100 125 $25,000 $45,000

City of Berea 13,500 1 35000 9,200 1991 29,000 27 84 95 $77,883 $243,738 $6.96

City of Madisonville Park Dept. 20,000 1 125,000 1973 4,200 20 30 $18,000 $35,000 $0.28

Glasgow Recreation 30,000 1 194,000 1975 175 72 $60,000 $52,000 $0.27

Morehead Parks & Recreation 23,000 1 367,000 1971 6,750 951 3,000 90 $25,000 $30,000 $0.08

Mt.Sterling-Montgomery 

County 24,816 1 380,000 1974 & 1984 9,400 30 20 70 $48,275 $47,722 $0.13

Shelbyville - Shelby County 25,000 1 44,796 2000 96

City of Florence 1 26,341 1 550,000 2002 70,000 $419,100 $433,200 $0.79

City of Henderson 27,500 1 165,000 1995 11,065 0 0 66 $23,800 $100,320 $0.61

City of Frankfort 28,000 1 2 box pools 1955 & 1970 18,644 N/A N/A 68 $88,046 N/A

Versailles - Woodford County 28,000 1 120,000 2002 120,000 88 20 100 $60,000 $75,000 $0.63

Glasgow Recreation 2 34,000 1 197,300 1975 14,762 44 NA 90 $56,312 $87,110 $0.44

Murray/Calloway County 35,000 1 218,000 1975 16,142 NO DATA NO DATA N/A $47,493 $52,040 $0.24

Georgetown - Scott County 40089 1 321,376 18,042 2007 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Bardstown-Nelson County 42,102 1 500,000 17,910 1978 6,419 39 4 58 $48,000 $62,500 $0.13

Oldham County 58,610 1 275,000 1999 44,192 179 92 $191,870 $130,069 $0.47

Paducah 70,000 1 345,000 10,100 1938 & 1992 12,089 67 $18,230 $14,675 $0.04

Hopkinsville-Christian County1 73,832 1 130518 8914 2007 53,337 85 $260,000 $241,926 $1.85

Average 34,155 1 247,999 10,994 1,986 28,333 144.9 382 84 $91,688 $110,020 $0.92

Median 28,000 1 207,650 9,650 1,991 14,762 $42 30 88 $52,294 $62,500 $0.36

1. Uses a management company.

2.  Revenue and expenses 

through 8/31/2007

OUTDOOR AQUATIC CENTERS
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Kentucky Park and Recreation Department Benchmark Survey

Prepared by Brandstetter Carroll nc.

Recreation Centers Comparison

RECREATION CENTER FACILITIES

AGENCY

2006 

POPULATION Y/N

Square 

feet Year opened

Total annual 

attendance

Number of 

annual 

members

Family 

memberships

Individual 

memberships

Total annual 

income/revenue

Total annual 

expenses

Gyms (No. of 

game courts)

Fitness Area - 

Cardio/Free 

weights

Indoor 

Pool

Indoor 

track Theater

Teen 

Area

Senior 

Area Kitchen

Ft. Thomas * Armory Gym 17,000 2 40,000 1891 38,000 N/A N/A N/A $200,000 $200,000 3 1 0 0 0 1 1 0

Shelbyville - Shelby County 25,000 1 60,000 2000 127,000 2200 161070 50715 $746,250 $746,250 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

City of Henderson - Gym 27,500 1 1985 25,000 $1,500 $284,580 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Versailles - Woodford County 28,000 1 72,000 2002 225,000 3350 2113 1237 $940,000 $860,000 3 1 1 1 1 0 0 0

Danville-Boyle County 30,000 1 6,000 1997 20,000-22,000 450 N/A $80,000 $120,000 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 1

Glasgow Recreation 34,000 1 11,500 2003 900 NA NA NA $3,000 $4,000 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Georgetown - Scott County 40,089 1 55,000 2001 189,431 2350 1679 671 $764,200 $1,031,400 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 1

Bardstown-Nelson County 42,102 1 15,000 1969 10,000 NA NA NA $147,000 $385,000 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Oldham County 58,610 1 8104 1999 $40,000 $32,700 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Hopkinsville-Christian County 73,832 1 1965 60,000 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

   Community Center 8,500 1892 25,000 1

   Small Center 1968

Average 37,613 1.10 1,973 69,204-69,490 2,088 54,954 $17,541.00 $324,661 $407,103 2.0 0.80 0.40 0.30 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.73

Median 32,000 1.00 1,991 38,000 2,275 2,113 $1,237.00 $147,000 $284,580 2 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00
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Kentucky Parks and Recreation Department Survey 
By:  Brandstetter Carroll Inc. 
Contacts:   Patrick Hoagland, ASLA 
  Brandstetter Carroll Inc. 

2360 Chauvin Dr.  
Lexington, Kentucky 40517 

Phone:  (859) 268-1933 or 800-368-1933 
Cell:  Fax: (859) 685-3602  
Email:  phoagland@brandstettercarroll.com 
 

1) Agency__________________________________________ 

2) Population served by the agency  _______________ 

3) Number of acres of park land    _______________ 

a) Approximate percent of park land that is undeveloped or reserved for green 
space.____________% 

4) How many of the following types of athletic fields do you operate and maintain? 

a) Soccer fields   ______________ 

b) Baseball/Softball fields ______________ 

c) Lacrosse fields  ______________ 

d) Football fields   ______________ 

5) Number of park and recreation employees  

a) Full time- year round   _______________ 

b) Part time – year round  _______________ 

c) Part time seasonal   _______________ 

d) Other     _______________ 

6) 2010 Budget 

a) Overall annual budget (without capital improvements)  $_______________ 

b) Percentage breakdown for each  

i) Personnel (including benefits)  _______________% 

ii) Operations, equipment & supplies _______________% 

iii) Other     _______________% 

iv) Total                  100% 

c) Capital Improvements Budget  $_____________ 

7) What is the source of your income and revenue (as a percentage of your total)? 

a) Government General Fund   _______________% 

b) User fees/ rentals, etc.   _______________%  

c) Grants and foundations/donations  _______________% 

d) Dedicated tax for Parks and Recreation ______________% 

e) Development Impact fees   _______________% 

f) Other_______________   _______________% 

g) Total       100% 
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8) Do you have an outdoor aquatic center?  Yes_____    No______ If yes, please 
answer the following: 

a) Approximate number of gallons or square feet of water surface 

________________Gallons  ______________ Square feet 

b) Year opened    ______________ 

c) Total annual attendance  ______________ 

i) Number of family passes  ______________ 

ii) Number of individual passes ______________ 

d) Average numbers of days in operation per year ______ 

e) Annual revenue   $_____________ 

f) Annual expenses   $_____________ 

9) Do you have an indoor recreation center?  Yes_____    No______  

10) If yes. Please answer the following: 

a) Approximate square feet  ______________ 

b) Year opened    ______________ 

c) Total annual attendance  ______________ 

d) Number of annual members  ______________ 

i) Family memberships  ______________ 

ii) Individual memberships  ______________ 

e) Total annual income/revenue  $_____________ 

f) Total annual expenses   $_____________ 

g) Which of the following facilities are included in your recreation center: 

 Multi-purpose rooms   ______ 

 Gyms (Number of game courts)  ______ 

 Fitness Area – Cardio/Free weights ______ 

 Indoor Pool    ______ 

 Indoor Track    ______ 

 Theater     ______ 

 Teen Area     ______ 

 Senior Area    ______ 

 Kitchen     ______ 

Thank you very much for your cooperation.  All agencies that participate will 
receive a copy of the tallied results.   

Name of person completing the survey: ___________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

Email:   __________________________________________ 
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E. Aquatic Center Feasibility Study 
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